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“Planning To Build
New Structure

Little did the public think that
the fire siren meant that one of
the oldest church sfruetures in
Western New York was burning
to the ground Sunday morning.
It was the Gaines Congregational
Chureh, which for 116 years has
catered to the persons in that
community and had just been
renovated, a new oil burner in-
stalled only last week Tuesday,
and other improvements made.
The church was a frame building
erected on the historic Ridge Rd.,
in 1834 as the third church erect-
ed between the Genesee and Ni-
agara. Rivers, north of Batavia.
The building was completely
leveled by the fire.

Fire Chief Luther Peck of Al-
bion said that the fire had a good
‘| start before it was discovered, and
that it had started in the area
where the furnace was located,
lending belief that it had started
through the overheating of the
oil burner. The door of the fur-
nace was found to have been
blown 15 or 20 feet from the fur-
nace.

Albion firemen, who were join-
ed after by firemen from the Carl.
ton and Medina departments,
pumped water from a newly built
100,000 gallon water pond con-
structed for fire fighting purposes
here about a year ago, putting
that - pond to use for the first
time, e

Church officials said yesterday
 that the purchase of the new oil
burner was voted at a meeting on
Saturday of the previous week,
and that its installation had been
completed Tuesday. Considerable
work had been done on the in-
terior of the church, as well as on
the exterior. The furnace had
been installed about a year ago,
and the conversion to oil was
voted in an attempt to make it
possible to have the church heat-
ed better for services. :

Sunday morning services were
‘held at the regular time Sunday,
but they were conducted by the
student pastor, Roland Place of

* | Gaines Congregational Church before stecple was removed. | ih¢ Colgate-Rochester Divinity

School, in the neighboring Grange
e T s s Hall, also a Ridge Rd, historic
landmark. And last evening, the
members of the Gaines Congrega-
tional church held their Christ-
mas Eve services in the Grange
Hall also, and they plan to con-
tinue their weekly services there.
Members of the church already
are planning the rebuilding of
their church. Insurance of $6,600
covered the structure and already
an offer of lumber for a new
building has been received by the
board. i
The 116 year old frame build-
ing destroyed was built by the
Gaines Congregational Society in
1834, A tower was removed from
Ehe building for safety purposes

in 1938,
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