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Gaines Congregational Church  

June 7, 2026     

Old Testament; Genesis 12: 1-9 

Psalm 33: 1-12 

Epistle; Romans 4: 13- 25 

Gospel; Matthew 9: 9-13, 18-26 

SERMON: 

Your Faith Will Make You Well 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary; A pinky-promise from a nail scarred hand. 

 

Have you ever seen that commercial regarding the military 

where they are impressing the concept that a promise is always 

binding? They show a group of inductees in military garb taking 

their oath and the announcer says, “A promise is always a 

promise, whether it’s an oath or a pinky-promise.” At which 

time the scene turns to a soldier on one knee with a small child, 

and he is locking his right pinky-finger with the child’s right 

pinky. 
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You need to understand the sanctity of a pinky-promise 

between a father and a small child. This often follows a 

scenario of the father having missed out on some events that 

were of great importance to this little one. This time it is really 

important, and the child asks, “Do you promise, I mean do you 

pinky-promise?” At this point the father locks his pinky-finger 

with his child’s, looks straight into the eyes of the child and 

says, “I PINKY-PROMISE!”  

OK, if this is you, then you have just made a total commitment 

to your child and there are only two acceptable excuses to not 

come through. One is that you are in a body-bag, and the other 

is that you are in an ambulance going a thousand miles per 

hour to get to a hospital before you need a body bag. Nothing 

else counts, this is a matter of life or death of the relationship 

between the two of you. 

Our message today is on FAITH and the PROMISE that makes 

that faith totally justifiable. The message title is, Your Faith Will 

Make You Well, and the summary is that you will receive “A 

pinky-promise from a nail scarred hand.” 

As you know me, you know that I tend to get quite emotional at 

the drop of a hat, or should I say, The drop of a line. When I 

thought up that summary, it hit me like a ton of bricks, and I 

cried like a baby. I could not proceed with sermon preparation 

until I penned the little story that is an insert in your bulletins.  
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For those of you who are watching this on your phone, it goes 

like this: After the women and the disciples leave the empty 

tomb, a young boy tugs on the gardener’s sleeve and asks if he 

can look for himself. The gardener takes him inside. The boy 

looks at the burial slab and says, “He is not there.” At which 

time the gardener lovingly reaches around the boy, putting his 

hand on the boy’s shoulder and says, “No, He is not there.” As 

he does this, he extends his hand out of his long-sleeved robe, 

exposing an ugly nail scar on His hand and finishes His sentence 

with, “He is right here.” 

“He is right here.” Is how that story ends, and it is where we 

start. He is right here, in this sanctuary, in your pew, in our 

hearts and hopefully in this pulpit. He is everywhere if you are 

willing to see Him. 

At the beginning of the space race between the USA and the 

USSR, the first cosmonaut returned from space and said, “I did 

not see God anywhere up there.” And when our first astronaut 

returned from space, he said, “I saw God everywhere up 

there.” 

There are none so blind as those who will not see. How can 

anyone look at the miracle of creation and not see God. Natural 

selection produces two headed snakes and five-legged calves, 

not animals and plants that are adapted for every possible 

ecosystem in nature. Camels are in the desert and sloths are in 
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rain forests. And, if just looking at creation is not enough for 

you, look at how God has interacted with His creation.  

Our call to worship was taken from Hebrews, Chapter 11, and 

describes Faith as “the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen.” EVIDENCE of things not seen. 

Faith is not seeing a light at the end of the tunnel. Faith is 

knowing with your heart and soul and everything in your inner 

being that even though it is totally dark, there WILL be a light, 

and that beyond that light will be something more beautiful 

than you could ever imagine.  

Our Old Testament reading recounts Abram’s faith to pack up 

and move into the unsafe unknown, without GPS or a AAA trip-

tic. Then Paul, in our Epistle reading, reiterates the faith of 

Abram and how that kind of faith is the path to righteousness, 

as opposed to relying on the “law.” The law might be handy as 

a steering wheel, but the engine that moves the car is faith. The 

Pharisees were holding on tight to the steering wheel, but were 

not going anywhere.  

In our Gospel, Jesus says, “Follow Me,” and Matthew leaves his 

lucrative job as a Tax Collector to become a follower of some 

guy who just walked by. The ruler of the synagogue, who 

should have been law-obsessed, comes to Jesus because his 

daughter has already died, but he believes that Christ can 

restore her life, and enroute, the journey is interrupted by a 
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woman with a bleeding condition, who believes that all she has 

to do to be cured is to touch the robe of Jesus.  

So, what do we got? We have Matthew immortalized as one of 

the twelve who turned the world upside down. We have a 

woman locked up by Satan with a bleeding condition healed 

and restored to her culture as no longer impure. And a young 

girl brought back from the dead, and her father totally 

rewarded for his faith and put on a path to righteousness that 

had not been available to him by the “law”. 

Christ says to each and every one of us, “Your ALL, I want.” That 

sounds nice and it sounds easy…. unless you are reading this 

message. In this statement your is spelled y-o-u-r not y-o-u’-r-e. 

Jesus wants ALL of each one of us. Jesus is not saying all He 

wants is a person. Jesus is saying ALL of THAT person. Hebrews 

11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please God, for 

he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  Jesus might go on 

to say, “If you give Me ALL of yourself, I will give you the ability 

to receive ALL of me…and… My ALL is bigger than your ALL, so it 

is a really good deal for you.” 

Christ’s promise assures us that He will always heal us. 

Sometimes that includes the body, but every time He heals our 

soul, if we will but let Him. 
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Be loved. Be healed. Be one with God, and He will be one with 

you! 

Hallelujah and Amen. 


