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Old Testament; Jeremiah 20: 7-13
Psalm 69: 7-18

Epistle; Romans 6: 1- 11

Gospel; Matthew 10: 24-39

Sermon Title;
That Is Going To Leave a Mark

By Rev. Jim Gardner

Summary; This following Christ thing ain’t for Sissies.

| have to start off with saying that these Scripture readings for
today and the ruminations thereof are so extensive that it could
fill up a Bible Study class lasting a year and a half. 3 months on
the Psalm, 3 months on Romans, 6 months on Jeremiah and
another 6 months on this chapter in Matthew. Obviously, I’'m
going to have to “dumb it down” a bit. | can’t get it much
dumber than our Sermon Title, “That’s going to leave a mark!”
This line is from the movie “Tommy Boy,” where Tommy tries
to prank a friend and hits himself in the head with a board, and
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utters the line. The essence of this message is that following
Jesus is not going to be possible without it leaving a mark on
you and/or those around you.

| once had the opportunity to discuss the ramifications of
standing up for God under fire. | asked my mentor if she had
ever had the experience of stringing new barbed wire. She
hadn’t, so | explained. Barbed wire comes in a tightly wound
roll with a hole in the middle of the roll to slide a pipe through.
One person holds the pipe with both hands while the other
grabs the end of the wire and starts pulling it out. As he does,
the barbs stick to the wire and to other barbs, and requires a
harder pull. The trouble is that sometimes the sudden breaking
loose of the barb sets the roll spinning, and the tightly twisted
wire jumps out of the puller’s hand and starts whirling around
in the air like an unattended fire hose on full pressure. If this is
not stopped within seconds, the sharp barbs will wound or
even take the eye out of one of the farmers. The guy with the
pipe in his hands can do nothing, so the guy who was pulling
out the wire must reach into the swirling mass of barbs and
catch it. The barbs will almost always gouge the grabber. The
sharp pain of a barb sticking into the palm of your hand is
minor compared to what could have been experienced. That
guy did not have the luxury of taking time to think it over,
weighing the consequences, or aiming his grab, and neither do
we when it comes to sticking up for our beliefs.
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What | was trying to get at is that the inevitable pain of sticking
up for God is minor compared the lingering pain of denying
Christ. We will all meet naysayers who will ridicule us for our
belief, and protesters who want the Constitution to say,
“Freedom FROM religion” rather than what it says, “Freedom
OF religion.”

In our Old Testament lesson, Jeremiah is under fire for telling
the truth. His people have turned their backs on God, and
prostituted themselves in the pagan worship of idols. Babylon is
marching on the land of the Hebrews with overwhelming
forces. Jeremiah has told the people and the rulers that they
cannot stand up to the enemy with their forces, and God is not
going to bail them out, so they should cut their losses and
surrender. False prophets have convinced the King that
Jeremiah is full of it, so the King beats Jeremiah and puts him
into stocks at the Main Gate. Jeremiah knows that if he would
just shut his mouth, the persecution would stop, but he would
rather be abused than to stop professing God’s word. Oh!
That’s going to leave a mark! Jeremiah holds on, and in verse 11
he says, “But the Lord is with me as a mighty, awesome One.

I”
.

Therefore, my persecutors will stumble, and will not prevai

In Matthew, Jesus lets us know that the persecution of
Jeremiah will now be passed on from Jesus Himself to His
followers. “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant
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above his master. It is enough for a disciple that he be like his
teacher, and a servant like his master.” Now paraphrased, “If
they call Me the devil, don’t expect them to say anything nice
about you, My followers.”

And then Jesus goes on to say, like Shakespeare says of the
knife wound to Julius Caesar from Brutus, “Ah, the cruelest cut

I”

of all.” That is that the deepest cuts will come from unbelieving
members of your own family. Remember that Jesus felt this
when Mary and His brothers and sisters tried to get Him to stop
preaching in Nazareth for fear that He was going to get Himself
killed. “Who are My brothers and sisters and mother? Those

who are with me are My brothers and sisters and mother.”

Jesus says that if you can stick with Him through thick and thin,
it will pay off. “Do not fear therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows. Therefore, whoever confesses Me before
men, him | will also confess before My Father Who is in
heaven.” “Oh, He’s going to leave a mark.”

When | used to drive truck, | was obsessed with trying to “leave
a mark.” To let people know that | was serious about following
God, | wore a clerical collar while driving. We had another
minister on the fleet, and she was a big black woman named
Anita. She asked me why | wore the collar, and | said it was to
let people know that | was approachable as a man of God. To
this she exclaimed, “You do not need to wear a collar, when
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you are a man of God, it shows!” Oh wow, she gave God credit
for leaving a mark on me that as a believer, | could not deny if |
tried to.

Throughout the ministry of Christ, religious know-it-alls tried

to trip Him up, and they did no less with Paul. In the two verses
just prior to our Epistle reading it says, “Moreover the law
entered that the offense might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace abounded much more, so that as sin reigned
in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

To this it seems that the trouble-making detractors had
proposed that it would stand to reason that if you wanted more
grace, you should sin more. POPPYCOCK!

Paul says that when Christ died for our sin, our sin died with
Him. If we are truly trying to follow Christ, how can we justify
negating His sacrifice by intentionally raising our sin from the
grave? That was our “old man,” and that “old man” was
crucified with Jesus, so that a “new man” could conquer death
with Him. Real life and real death are abstract concepts when
we consider them in God’s realm. In man’s realm you are only
alive as long as your heart is beating. In God’s realm you are
alive as long as God’s heart is beating in you.
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Or as Romans 6:11 says, “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves
to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

Go Ye, and do likewise, and you too will say of God’s love, “Oh,
that is going to leave a mark!” Hallelujah and Amen!



