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Gaines Congregational Church  

May 24, 2026    Pentecost 

1st Reading; Acts 2: 1-21 

Psalm 104: 24-35, 35b 

2nd Reading; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b- 13 

Gospel; John 7: 37-39 

SERMON: 

And It Shall Come to Pass 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary; You ain’t seen nothing yet! 

This is the birthday of the Christian religion. Up to this point it 

had just been a whole lot of people drawn to this Jewish man 

with an uncanny ability to teach the Word of God and to heal 

the sick, perform miracles with water and weather, feed the 

masses, and inspire the downhearted. He was crucified and 

buried, and then about 500 of his believers witnessed that He 

was raised from the dead and ascended into heaven.  

On this Pentecost day one of the last promises of Jesus was 

fulfilled. Jesus said that He would send a “Helper”. This was 

predicted in our Gospel lesson for today. When Jesus said, “If 
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anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes 

in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers 

of living water.” But this was about the Holy Spirit which no one 

understood at the time Jesus said this.  

This was to be the Holy Spirit that would be with them and give 

them the tools they needed to continue the work of Jesus. This 

would be a challenging task. For Jesus had come to bring a 

4000-year-old religion up to speed and show the Jews and the 

non-believing Gentiles what God was really like.  

I think we need to know that God has never changed since He 

created this world and universe. God did not change. Our 

perception of God changed with Jesus revealing God as a 

loving, approachable, and a forgiving God. 

The first important fact to note on Pentecost day is that the 

followers of Jesus were gathered together “of one accord.” 

They all had one faith, and they all supported each other and 

strengthened each other. Their logistics may have varied 

somewhat, but they all had the same basic belief that Jesus was 

the Son of God, Jesus was God and everything that Jesus did, 

He did at the direction of His Holy Father, God.  

The next fact to recognize is that the Holy Spirit landed on all of 

them simultaneously. This was not as it had been in the past 

where one prophet had a vision and relayed it to the group. No. 

This time God trusted the entire group to receive the special 
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blessing. The next point is that this special group all expressed 

their new gift publicly for all the residents and visitors in 

Jerusalem to hear. In this reading, tongues were all actual 

languages that anyone brought up in that region would 

recognize and understand. The Bible says that this “confused” 

the multitude because it seemed impossible that a bunch of 

Galileans with their own separate dialect could speak in other 

languages without having been trained to do so. 

Today, Christianity is taught, and Bibles are written in hundreds 

of different languages. 

Let me scoot down a rabbit hole here.  

In our Epistle lesson today, Paul acknowledges that speaking in 

tongues is a gift of the Holy Spirit that indicates a personal 

connection with God but, contrary to some denominations that 

gift is not the sole prerequisite to have been “born again.” Paul 

says, “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There 

are differences of ministries, but the same Lord, and there are 

diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in 

all…for to one is given the word of wisdom…to another faith…to 

another gifts of healing…to another working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits,” and so on. I 

think what Paul is getting at is that there is room for all of us to 

be agents of God. He goes on to compare these various gifts to 

all the different parts of the body and how all are absolutely 
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necessary for the human body and the body of the church to be 

a healthy functioning entity.  

Today, people are not so different than they were at the time 

of Jesus and his followers. Some commentator will see an event 

or hear a statement and put his own, off the wall, spin on it. 

“They are full of new wine.” 

Could drunks really speak clearly in other languages so all could 

understand them? Peter, with his newfound courage, did not 

think so and made his point perfectly clear. First off, it was only 

9 am. Their days started at 6 am, so how could they all be 

drunk? Secondly, all these Jews knew the Scriptures and would 

be familiar with the words of the prophet Joel. 

“AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS in the last days, says God. That I 

will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, 

Your old men shall dream dreams.” Etc. 

Joel through God says that everything is going to change, and 

on Pentecost it happens. Not only did it happen on Pentecost it 

has been happening ever since. Jesus says in his Heavenly 

Prayer, “May they be one, as You and I are One with each other 

may they we one with Us.” 

When we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and 

dedicated our lives to Him, we became one with God. As we are 
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one with God, we must have total confidence in God’s 

supremacy. We must be totally committed to doing God’s will. 

We are now in the last days. Don’t let that scare you. The last 

days started with Jesus Christ, some say at His birth and some 

say at Pentecost. Either way Jesus changed things forever. We 

now all have equal access to God, not just the high priest. We 

are all part of the problem, or part of the solution. If we live 

with God, we will die with God. If we die with God, we are one 

with God. God has made the Holy Spirit available to us. The 

Holy Spirit entered us as of a tongue of fire. That fire was and is 

enthusiasm, and as we age, it turns to serenity. God has a place 

for both. Just as raging rivers and deep, still lakes are both 

made by God and serve a valuable function in the ecosystem of 

the Earth, so do the values of the young and the older 

believers. We may not be able to race off to Africa like Neal and 

Kathy, but we can calmly represent God in our actions and 

words. We can show others how to have faith in God and the 

benefits of having a close loving relationship with Jesus. Jesus is 

not only our Savior, Jesus is our friend and brother. 

Have visions. Dream dreams. Live life with the promise directly 

from Jesus that you are loved, you are forgiven and you are a 

partner with Christ in building the Kingdom of God. 

You can do it! God is with you if you are willing to be with Him. 



[Type here] 
 

6 
 

Go quietly and make disciples of all neighbors and friends and 

be secure in God’s loving arms. 

Hallelujah and Amen. 

 

 

                                                 

 


