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Sermon for Sunday, May 17, 2026 

 

WALK ON, WITH HOPE IN YOUR HEART 

By Rev. Dr. Don Algeo 

 

Summary: You’ll never walk alone. 

 

There is something deeply intimate about the words we hear in our lectionary 

reading for this morning, isn’t there?  We are allowed, in a way that feels almost 

sacred and hushed, to listen in as Jesus prays. Not teaching, not debating, not 

healing—but praying. And not just any prayer, but a prayer spoken at the threshold 

of suffering, at the edge of the cross, in the final moments before everything 

changes. 

Jesus lifts His eyes to heaven and begins, “Father, the hour has come.” That phrase 

carries weight. It tells us that nothing happening next is accidental. This is not 

chaos overtaking Him. This is not evil humanity defeating divine love.  This is 

God’s purpose unfolding, working in ways the world could not anticipate and 

could never, even to this day, fully understand.  Jesus speaks of glory, but not the 

kind of glory the world celebrates. He speaks of glory revealed through obedience, 
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through sacrifice, through love that does not turn away from suffering. “Glorify 

your Son,” He prays, “so that the Son may glorify you.” It is a reminder that God’s 

glory is not always found in strength as the world defines it, but in faithfulness, in 

surrender, in sacrifice. 

Then Jesus says something remarkable: “And this is eternal life, that they may 

know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” Eternal life is 

not described first as a place or an unending time.  Certain kinds of life, after all, 

lived forever, would be the very definition of hell..  The eternal life Jesus is talking 

about is a relationship. It is knowing God. Not just knowing about Him, but 

knowing Him personally, deeply, faithfully over time, time that lasts forever.   

That is good news, especially for those who have walked many years in faith. 

Because it means that eternal life is not something that begins only after death. It is 

something already unfolding in the life of anyone who knows God. Every prayer 

whispered, every moment of trust, every quiet act of faithfulness—these are part of 

eternal life already at work. 

Jesus continues His prayer by speaking of those the Father has given Him. He says, 

“They were yours, and you gave them to me.” There is a sense of belonging here, a 

deep assurance that we are not waifs or orphans, wandering without guidance or 

protection through a hostile world. We belong to God, and we are held and 

nourished and protected by Christ. 

He prays for His disciples, those who have walked with Him, listened to Him, 

struggled to understand Him. He knows what lies ahead for them. He knows they 

will soon face confusion, fear, even failure. Yet He doesn’t simply warn them. He 



prays for them, in their hearing, so that for the rest of their lives they can find 

nourishment and encouragement in the memory of his words. 

This connects beautifully with what we see in our reading from Acts. After the 

resurrection, the disciples are still trying to understand what God is doing. They 

ask Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

Even now, they are thinking in terms of earthly expectations. They want clarity, 

certainty, a timeline. 

Jesus does not give them the detailed answers they seek. Instead, He gives them a 

promise and a calling. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses.” Then He ascends, and they are left 

standing, looking up into heaven. 

It is such a human moment. They are caught between what has been and what will 

be. Jesus is no longer physically with them, and the Spirit has not yet come in 

fullness. They are in that in-between space—a place many of us know well.  For an 

older congregation, that sense of being in between can, for many of us, feel 

familiar. Between what life once was and what it now is. Between the strength we 

once had and the limitations we now experience. Between a life surrounded by 

those we have loved and who loved us, and a life that is becoming increasingly 

solitary. Between questions and answers. 

But notice what the disciples do next. They return to Jerusalem, and they devote 

themselves to prayer. Together. Steadily. Faithfully. They do not have all the 

answers, but they remain in the presence of God and in the company of one 

another. 



That is a powerful witness. Faith is not about having clarity. Instead, it is about 

remaining. Remaining in prayer. Remaining in community. Remaining in trust.  

Reminding ourselves that it is not we ourselves who are in control, but rather our 

God and our Lord and Savior, who loves us and will always love us. 

We find the same assurance in our selection from Peter’s letter, where we are 

encouraged, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that 

he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 

you.” 

Those words speak gently but firmly into the realities of life. There are anxieties 

that come with age—concerns about health, about loved ones, about the future, 

about things we cannot control. The invitation here is not to pretend those anxieties 

do not exist, but to cast them upon God. 

Why? Because He cares for you. Not in a distant or abstract way, but in a personal, 

attentive, ongoing way. The same God to whom Jesus prayed is the God who cares 

for you. 

Peter continues with a note of realism: “Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around.” Faith does not remove 

struggle. There are still forces that seek to discourage, to isolate, to erode hope. But 

we are told to resist, steadfast in faith, knowing we are not alone. 

And then comes one of the most comforting promises in all of Scripture: “After 

you have suffered for a little while, [God] will himself restore, support, strengthen, 

and establish you.” Notice who does the restoring. God Himself. Not merely 

circumstances improving, but God actively at work to restore what has been worn 

down. 



When we return to our Gospel reading, we find Jesus, as a final gift, offering his 

disciples the surest way of maintaining their trust in him. “Holy Father, protect 

them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one.” His prayer is for their unity, for their togetherness, for a shared life rooted in 

God. 

But we all know that unity is not always easy. It requires patience, forgiveness, 

humility. It requires seeing one another not as problems to be solved, but as people 

beloved by God. In a congregation that has shared many years together, there are 

histories, memories, perhaps even old wounds. Yet Jesus prays for unity, not as an 

ideal, but as a reflection of God’s own nature. 

There is something deeply reassuring in knowing that, even before His suffering, 

Jesus was praying for His people. He was praying for those first disciples, and 

through them, for all who would come after. That includes us. 

He was not praying that life would be easy. He was praying that we would be kept 

together, protecting one another, united, and grounded in God’s promise. 

As we reflect on these passages together, the picture that forms is like a 

collaborative painting.  Jesus prays with purpose and trust. The disciples wait with 

uncertainty but remain faithful in prayer. Peter encourages believers to live with 

humility, vigilance, and hope. 

All of this speaks into the life of faith as a journey that is not always clear, but 

always held in God’s care. 

For those who have walked many years, there may be a temptation to think that the 

most important work is behind us. But these scriptures teach otherwise. The 



ministry of prayer, the witness of steady faith, the quiet strength of mutual trust 

and support—these are not things of the past. They are the first steps of an endless 

journey together, full of adventures we can’t even begin to imagine. 

And so our prayer for this message is really an echo of what we find in Jesus’ own 

final prayer.  We ask for the nourishment of our faith through our shared company, 

our loving community, and our common devotion to the leadership of our Lord and 

Savior, in whose name we pray. 

 


