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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ
May 10, 2026

First Reading: Acts 17: 22-31

Responsive Reading: Psalm 66: 8-20

Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 3: 13-22

Gospel Reading John 14: 15-21

Sermon: Finding Our Forever Home

By Rev. Jim Gardner

Summary: | will not leave you as orphans.
Happy Mother’s Day!

Mike, in preparing our bulletin for today, said it better than |
can. Before the Call to Worship, Mike said, “Happy Mother’s
Day, you are our gift from God!” and | would add, “Our gift OF
God”.

Let me tell you where | am coming from.

When | was 17 and still in high school, it was brought to my
attention that there was a 16-year-old Native American boy
who lived in the children’s home, who was in jail. He was the
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oldest kid in the orphanage, and he would sneak out at night to
hang out with kids his age, and like kids that age he would get
into trouble. After about three times of appearing before the
judge, the judge said that he would not release him on bail. The
other kids had parents who would monitor their behavior but
the orphanage lacked that level of control. My parents had
been foster parents for eleven kids, mostly teenagers, but my
mother was now sixty years old.

| wanted to take Levern in, but my mother said that she
thought she was too old. My sister said, “If we don’t take him
in, who will?” | went to the jail to talk to Levern, but not being a
relative, the jailer said | could not see him. About this time, the
County Sheriff arrived on the scene and said, “You're Jim
Gardner, aren’t you?” He then said, “You’re planning on
becoming a minister, aren’t you?” | said, “yes,” and he said to
the jailer, “Put him on our Ministers list and let him in.” To
make a long story a little shorter, | now had a new brother, and
he had a mother for the first time in over ten years.

Sometimes | think that God is more like a “Mother” to us than
like a "Father.” A father is the “Role” model, whereas the
mother seems to be the “Love” model. God gave us faith, hope
and love, and the greatest of these is love.

Levern found a real home to live in until he graduated and
chose to move on to establish his own life. My son Jamie, who
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we adopted at twenty-three months found an “as long as | live”
home, and we are all offered a “Forever Home with Jesus” if we
will but accept it. Our Gospel this morning says, “If you love Me,
keep My commandments. And | will pray the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you
forever - the Spirit of Truth, Whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be in you. | WILL NOT LEAVE
YOU ORPHANS; | will come to you.... Because I live, you will live
also....He who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will
love him and manifest Myself to him.”

Jesus says that He will not leave us as orphans. In Jesus we will

llI

find our “Forever Home

Remember that the first line of this Scripture said, “If you love
Me, keep My commandments.” And what are the
commandments of Jesus? “l give a new commandment and
that is to love your neighbors as | have loved you...and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing in the name of the Father, the
Son and The Holy Ghost.”

Hold on preacher, just how are we insignificant little bugs that
we are, going to do that?

We aren’t, God will. God does not expect you to be a Billy
Graham or Mother Teresa. He created you to be you. If the
most insignificant piece of a puzzle is missing, the picture is not
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complete. Just put yourself where you belong, in the hands of
Christ and He will fit you into the puzzle where you belong.

Psalm 66:18 says, “If | regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will
not hear.” Don’t be held back by your imperfections, but be
built up by Christ in you. Paul’s response (and mine) to a
compliment is, “it is not me, but Christ in me.” If we spend our
energy bemoaning how insignificant we are to Christ, we won’t
feel adequate to do our job to “Obey and Proclaim Christ.”
Christ sees us for what we can do, NOT for what we can’t do!

Don’t worry about how to proclaim Christ. Matthew 10:19 says,
“Do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will
be given to you in that hour what you should speak.”

Our reading in Acts speaks to this. Paul was in Athens with idols
all around him to the Greek gods. The Greeks were a
notoriously advanced culture, and knew they were not existing
without some kind of deity or deities that were responsible for
creation and all the things in creation. To cover all the bases,
they made statues to honor any and all possible gods. Paul,
being a good Jew, converted to “The Way,” had to see these as
blasphemies but he kept his cool.

To introduce the Greeks to Jesus, he complimented them and
pointed out their “just in case” monument to the “Unknown
God.” Paul then satisfied their inquiring nature to turn them
into believers without putting them on the defensive.
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This is still being done. My sister was a missionary to Egypt.
Egypt is a police state and no religion other than Islam can be
proclaimed. What they were allowed to do was to declare that
they were Christians, and live a life that would be attractive to
observers. We are all looking for God, but some of us are just
looking in all the wrong places. When people want proof like
Philip did when he said to Jesus, “Show us the Father and we
will believe,” we do not have to prove anything. Jesus already
did that when He rose from the grave. Let’s see anyone beat
that proof.

Psalm 66 shows the need to honor God, even though they do it
in a very Jewish way. Nevertheless, they do it and so should we.
Psalm 66: 13-15 says,” | will go into Your house with burnt
offerings; | will pay You my vows, Which my lips have uttered
and my mouth has spoken when | was in trouble. | will offer
You burnt sacrifices of fat animals, With the sweet aroma of
rams; | will offer bulls with goats.”

We do not honor God with sacrifices, we honor God by how we
live our lives, but to be effective, we must be consistent. Jesus
tells us to love our neighbors. God tells us that we were all
created in the image of God. If God has created all of us in His
image, can we look at the person next to us and ALWAYS see a
little of Jesus in them? But possibly more important, can they
see a lot of Jesus in us when they look at us?
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If we have found our forever family with God, shouldn’t we
show a family likeness? Welcome to the Family, you look
familiar. | think that we just may be related.

Hallelujah and Amen!



