Judy Garrett Memorial Service
Message

By Rev. Jim Gardner

When I first came on the scene here at Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ Judy Hatch Garrett was a prominent feature of the church. She did the bulletins, acted as reader, usher and any other thing she could do to be a contributing part of this church. She personified Faith, Gratitude and love for her family and fellow Christians. She was fun and sharp right up to the point where her health condition started to interfere with her ability to function mentally and physically. 
I believe in a personal relationship with my Lord and savior. I try not to force my beliefs on anyone but they help me so I am glad to make them available to others. I believe that God put me here to reach out and help others. I believe that one time when people need some special encouragement is when they are dealing with the loss of a loved one. This is particularly important when that loss was over a prolonged and painful period both to the individual and to that person’s loved ones. I believe that God’s word, the Bible often speaks to this.

Although God does not make our lives all “hunky dory”, I believe that God is always present. Up to a few years ago I drove tractor trailer Monday through Friday and preached on Sundays. My dog rode with me and he is an epileptic. Until we got his medicine straight, he would have seizures.
One day he got out of the bunk and came up and bumped into me. I knew that he was trying to tell me he was about to have a seizure. I pulled over and took him on my lap. I held him close and petted him. During a seizure a dog loses most senses. He can’t see and loses body control. He can feel touch but if that was not started before he was helpless he would not be able to tell if it was a threat or a comfort.

My dog was very friendly but never dared to lick people.

I held him through his seizure and though I was not able to make it go away he knew that I was there for him. After the seizure he could not lick me enough.

I loved him through the hard times and I believe that is what God does for us. He loves us through the hard times.
If you are going through hard times and you can somehow let go of your pain, or grief, or fear for a moment, I believe that you will be able to feel God’s arms around you and hear him saying to you, “I am right here with you. I will not leave you or let you go. I love you so much that I sent my Son to die for you, do you think I could let go of you now?” God will love us through the hard times.

Be uplifted and hear this: “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might, He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Judy has mounted up with wings like eagles.
It is OK to mourn, it is OK to be mad at God, it is OK to cry and it is OK to wonder how God would give us such an incredible gift just to take it away from us, first mentally and then after a prolonged period, physically.
God made us, God knows us. “Before I was born you knew me. I was wonderfully created; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.” 

All the feelings we have were created by God. God gave us the passion to live. God gave us the passion to be overjoyed at the good things in our lives and the passion to be hurt or mad at those things that distress us. God created us in the image of his son and our savior Jesus Christ. God created us to love like Jesus did at the grave of Lazarus. Mary and Martha and the friends of Lazarus were distraught. “Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews that came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. And He said, “where have you laid him? “They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. And the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”
The people wept at the death of Lazarus, and Jesus wept at seeing the sorrow of the people.

At the crucifixion God expressed his dismay as Jesus was drawing his last breaths. “Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two. And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit.” Having said that He breathed His last.”
God reacted to the death of his son so God knows that we too will react to the death of a loved one.

Jesus moved on at the tomb of Lazarus and raised him from the dead and God moved on and raised Jesus, so for the same reason we must move on. 

We have hope. Because we know God and we know Jesus, we know that really there is no such thing as death.

Easter is coming, At Easter we stress the fact that the stone was rolled away. This verification that Christ was raised from the dead becomes even more significant when we reanalyze that this event not only rolled away the stone from Christ’s tomb but that throughout the rest of eternity no grave will be able to hold anyone from rising to the glory of God and to our eternal home in which we will be joint heirs in the ownership of the Kingdom of God with our brother Jesus Christ himself. WOW!
“So, when this corruptible has put on incorruption, this mortal has put on immorality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written; “Death is swallowed up in victory. ““O Death, where is your sting? O Grave, where is your victory?”
Because God made a promise on Good Friday and because God kept his promise on Easter, we know that Jesus is alive, and we know that because we know that Jesus is alive, we also know that we are all alive in Christ.

We know that, “He is not here he has risen.” And we know that Judy is not here and is not in an urn. She is in heaven with Jesus. Her eyes are sparkling at her friends and family and savior in Heaven. To her and to us God says, “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with by righteous right hand.” If great things are worth waiting for, her wait has been fulfilled in a way that we shall not know until we are able to rejoin her and our Jesus.
But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Israel; Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. For I am the Lord your God, The Holy one of Israel, your savior. Fear not for Judy is with the Lord and the Lord says to us, “Lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  
Hallelujah and Amen.

