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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

April 26, 2026 

First Reading: Acts 2: 42-47 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 23                                                                                  

Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 2: 19-25 

Gospel Reading John 10: 1-10 

 

Sermon: United In His Sheepfold 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary: United we stand, divided we fall. 

 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. Come to my sheepfold and rest. When you are 

rested, I will lead you out and we will go out together into the 

pasture and the world and I will not only go with you I will lead 

you. You are all my sheep and I love you equally. I don’t care if 

you are blemished or lame or are a “black” sheep. You are all 

mine and I will protect you equally.”  
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So much for Christian Nationalism. We all belong to Jesus, but 

some of us just don’t know it yet. 

Hi. It’s me, that preacher that tries to incorporate all four 

Scriptures into each sermon. I do this for a reason. I like to 

show how each part of the Bible validates every other part of 

the total story. Today’s scripture lessons especially lend 

themselves to this formula.  

OK, here is the outline: 

Psalm 23 sets the stage for the entire message. 

John 10, the Gospel fulfills the promise. 

1st Peter, clarifies that there will be problems, and 

The first reading taken from Acts 2, provides a course of action 

that will assist in overcoming these obstacles. 

That which I have received, give I unto you, and the wording on 

the 23rd Psalm I have received from the Believers Bible 

Commentary by William MacDonald.  

Here goes. 

The 23rd Psalm is probably the most popular scripture in the 

entire Bible as well as being possibly the most provocative. This 

Scripture covers, or nearly covers, all the qualities of God as the 

“Good Shepherd”. 
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Check it out. 

“I shall not want” i.e. the secret of a happy life—every need 

supplied  

“Green pastures” no lack of food 

“Still waters” no lack of refreshment. 

“Restores my soul” no lack of vitality. 

“Leads in paths of righteousness” no lack of moral direction. 

“The valley of the shadow of death” need not be afraid of 

death. 

Why? The Lord’s (the Shepherd’s) “rod and staff” are sources of 

comfort, protection and guidance. (Most of us sheep need this 

ministry from time to time). 

“Table set before us in the presence of our enemies”. This table 

is spread with spiritual blessings that will shield us from the 

demons that would devour us. The blessings of God the 

Shepherd for us, His flock. 

“Anoints our heads with oil”, as God’s prophets anoint Kings, 

prophets and priests, so do shepherds anoint sheep’s heads 

with oil to sooth scratches from bramble bushes. 

“Our cups run over”. When we think of all God gives us, our 

cups of Joy are filled to overflowing. 
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Finally, “Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days 

of our lives and we shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

forever.” 

We will be in the safety and love of the Good Shepherd as long 

as we live (Heaven stage one), and in the House of God (Heaven 

eternal) thereafter. 

In our Gospel lesson Jesus is saying that He, is the Good 

Shepherd, that He is God. The religious elite are the robbers 

that came before Him. They came to steal the glorious 

presence of God and replace it with stringent rules that would 

imprison, would-be believers, in a jail cell of laws and 

impossible rituals. Jesus is the truth and the truth will set you 

free, but the elite don’t want you to be free, they want to be 

your jailers. There is none so blind as those who will not see. If 

the elite were to see, they would have to give up their power 

and become servants. How crude! Although in this gospel 

maybe we should say, “There are none so deaf as those who 

will not hear.” Any who. The sheep of the true Shepherd will 

hear His voice, recognize His voice and follow His voice. Are 

you, listening for His voice? 

If you are, you might not like what you are hearing. 

1st Peter says that the pats you get on the back for following 

Christ may be the “pat” of a whip or a club. Why!? Well, there 

are still a lot of people who still want to be your jailers. Peter 
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says that if you pay a penalty for doing something wrong and 

“take it like a man” what is the big deal? On the other hand, if 

you suffer in silence because the thing you are being punished 

for is for sticking up for God and His principles, God is going to 

take notice. God likes some copy cats, especially those who are 

copying Jesus, and nobody suffered for doing the right thing 

like our Lord and Saviour. Peter says that when you suffer for 

Jesus, you are returning to Jesus, and THAT is a pretty good 

place to be. It is good to return to the sheepfold. 

In Acts 2 the new believers found their own sheepfold. “And 

they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers…and had all 

things in common…and divided them among all, as anyone had 

need…and the Lord added to the church daily those who were 

being saved.” They made their own sheepfold and kept Jesus as 

their Shepherd and Protector.  

We often wonder if we could give up the identity we have 

achieved with our things. Could rich and poor live together and 

all share equally? Well, we see it happen every day. In the 

military, people from rich and poor backgrounds get the same 

uniforms and the same rations. They crawl through the same 

mud together and sleep on identical cots. They will even die for 

each other. They watch each other’s sixes i.e. backs. Their 

basecamp is their sheepfold, and that is their island of safety. 
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Outside the sheepfold is a dangerous place and our church is 

our sheepfold. Outside we have dangers too. It may not be 

bullets zinging over our heads but out there, “The devil prowls 

like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.” It may be 

scary but we cannot hide in church all the time. We have to go 

on our own maneuvers. Because of this, we all need our own    

R and R. We need to get back to church. You know different 

cars can go farther than other cars on a tank of gas but they all 

have to go back to the pump (or charger) sooner or later. 

 To be true followers of Christ, we need to take a lesson from 

the early church and come together to build each other up. The 

secret of predator animals is that they look for easy prey that 

has strayed away from the herd. 

Don’t be lunch for the devil, see us again next week in this our 

sheepfold. Hallelujah and Amen. 

  

 


