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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

April 12, 2026 

1st Reading; Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 

Epistle; 1 Peter 1: 3-9 

Gospel; John 20: 19-31 

 

 Sermon Title: Reach out Your Finger and See 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary: God is your Father, don’t be afraid to get up close 

and personal with Him. 

 

Today our Gospel reading starts at the end of last week’s 

gospel. This time the emphasis is on the interaction between 

Jesus and Thomas. This is the passage that earned the name 

“Doubting Thomas” for the disciple Thomas. 

Maybe Thomas got a bad rap here because he only asked to see 

what the other disciples saw 8 days before. Jesus had said, 

“Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them 

His hands and His side.  
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Maybe Thomas should have been called “Proclaiming Thomas” 

because where the other disciples were happy to see Jesus, 

Thomas said, “My Lord and my God!” 

That being what it may, this is not the point of this message. 

The point, or points, seem to be to me the relationship that 

Thomas was willing to have with Jesus and the response of 

Jesus. 

Thomas wanted to physically interact with Jesus to confirm his 

belief.  

I believe that this is as important to us as it was to Thomas. I 

believe that our relationship with Jesus needs to be closer and 

more substantial than just viewing a Crucifix hung in the front 

of the sanctuary of a church. I believe that we need to, in 

essence, reach out our finger and see His hands, and reach out 

our hands and see his side.  

I do not believe that we can have a good relationship with God 

and Jesus if we only have some kind of hazy belief that Jesus 

exists and maybe went through the terrible trauma of 

crucifixion, and maybe did that to take our sins upon himself 

and thereby enable us to be candidates for an eternity with 

Him in His kingdom of heaven. It can not be foggy or seen dimly 

through a foggy glass. It has to be face to face, and as real as if 

we could feel the warmth of his hand and actually feel the 

unhealed holes left by the huge, square cut nails. We have to 
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be able to feel the bodily presence of our Lord and Savior and 

not just experience a happy illusion. 

Jesus did not put Thomas down for needing to see to believe, 

He only stated the fact that others in future generations would 

not have that luxury. Jesus acknowledged that it would be more 

difficult to believe for our generation than it was for his chosen 

disciples that saw it first hand but He stressed that it would be 

necessary. 

Since that first Easter Sunday thousands of people died as 

martyrs for not wavering in their belief that Jesus is the son of 

God and is God and is the Holy Spirit. How could they be so 

strong in their belief and can we have this same kind of faith 

and resolve? Did they actually reach out with their hearts and 

minds and souls and strength and really feel God in their lives 

to the point that their lives would be totally in vain if they 

denied what they somehow knew to be true? 

Often, we look at the troubles of the world and wonder how 

things could be so unfair and we forget that every martyr who 

ever died did so doing God’s will. We also forget that every 

martyr that died for Jesus is now in heaven walking with their 

Lord and Savior. 

Non-believers think that bad things are proof that God does not 

exist, not realizing that God sometimes allows things that He 

hates to bring about things that He loves.  The crucifixion and 

resurrection are the ultimate example. If God so loved the 
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world that He gave his only Son so that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have everlasting life then these wars in 

Iran and Ukraine things are just a drop in the ocean.  

We are not the first ones to struggle in our belief in God and 

the strange things that happened. Peter showed early doubters 

that this was predetermined way back in the Psalms. In Psalm 

16 King David says that it was promised that a descendant of 

his would be the King forever. Speaking in the person of Christ, 

David says, “I have set the Lord always before me; Because He 

is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore, my heart is 

glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. For 

You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy 

One to see corruption.” 

In the Psalm, David predicts that Jesus will not be conquered by 

death, i.e. His soul shall not be left in Hell, and his body shall 

not see corruption, i.e. will not decompose in a grave. When 

Peter points this out to the Jews that had Christ crucified, that 

their beloved King David had foretold of the coming of Jesus 

and how He would conquer death through that crucifixion they 

ate some serious humble pie.  

OK, so what do we do now? Thomas wanted to touch Jesus and 

see his hands and side physically. How can we know Jesus as his 

followers knew him? How can we touch Jesus?  

Jesus said: Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if those who 

hear my voice open the door, I will come in to them and eat 
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with them, and they with me. O taste and see that the Lord is 

good! Happy are all who find refuge in God!  

We may not be able to be as lucky as the disciples who got to 

walk and talk with Jesus in person but Jesus says that we can be 

more blessed than they were. But to be more blessed we have 

to reach out with our hearts and souls to touch Jesus and He 

will go the extra mile and reach down and take us in his arms 

and hold us to his bosom. Then, we too can proclaim with 

Thomas, “My Lord and my God.” And from that point on we will 

be more than with Jesus. We will have Jesus in us and we will 

be one with Jesus now and until the end of the age. 

Hallelujah and Amen!  

  

 

                                                       

 

  

 

 


