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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ
March 29, 2026

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Responsive Reading: Psalm 22: 1-15

Epistle Reading: Philippians 2: 5-11

Gospel Reading Matthew 27: 11-54

Sermon: It Is as You Say

By Rev. Jim Gardner

Summary: This is Jesus, King of the Jews.

The Lord God has given me the tongue of the learned, that |
should know how to speak a word in season to him who is
weary. Lord may the words of my mouth and the meditations
of my heart be reflective of your love and training. May this
message be your message, not mine. Hallelujah and Amen.

This servant of God Most High was brought up in a Presbyterian
Church, where we celebrated the highs of the life of Christ and
conveniently skipped over the excruciating lows. We bounced
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from mountain top to mountain top, and never descended into
the valleys. Oh, | could talk of my being comforted in the valley
of the shadow of death, but did not want my Lord and friend
Jesus to go through it.

As a child, | told my father that because Jesus was God, He did
not have to feel any pain when being crucified. My dad gently
informed me that if that was the case, then the crucifixion
would have no meaning. Ouch! That is when | started crying
during communion services.

This is Palm Sunday, and we celebrate the glorious entry of
Christ on a donkey. We celebrate it with those who were there,
but we are burdened with the knowledge of what was to come.
Those believers were certain that during that next week Jesus
would rip open His tunic and reveal His Super God cape and
become the great liberator that everyone was expecting.

The foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of man.
Instead of a roaring lion, they got a sacrificial lamb. After Peter
and all the rest said they would go to their deaths for Jesus,
Judas would betray Him, Peter would deny Him, all the disciples
would flee from Him and the once cheering crowds would
scream for His crucifixion.

Our Gospel lesson picks up with the guy who would condemn
Jesus by telling the crowd, “I am innocent of the blood of this
just Person. You see to it.” Pilate only said this after trying
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everything he knew to free Jesus, but the crowd would have no
part of it.

In the opening paragraph of this reading Pilate asked Jesus,
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “It is as you say.”

Then, like now, there is no law saying you can’t identify with
whatever you want to identify with. After all, kings in the
Roman Empire were subject to the laws of the governor
appointed to that region by the Roman Emperor. Pilate even
asked the crowd crying for Jesus to be crucified, “Why, what
evil has He done?”

The crowd would not back down, but ironically, Pilate got his
chance to tit for tat. Pilate made a sign to be nailed to the cross
above the head of Jesus. It said, “THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF
THE JEWS.” In the corresponding story in the Gospel of John,
the chief priests told Pilate that it should read, “He SAID | am
the King of the Jews,” to which Pilate responded, “What | have
written, | have written.” The crowd could pressure Pilate to
condemn Jesus, but they could not make him deny Jesus.

Today | have deviated from the lectionary for my Psalm
reading. | used Psalm 22 because it so fits with the particulars
of the crucifixion scenario even though it was written by King
David about troubles he was experiencing at the time. This is a
Psalm that any good Jew would have known by heart. It starts
out with the terrible trials and finishes with a profession of faith
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that both David and Jesus would have shared. This Psalm goes
on to say in verses 19 through 22, “But You, O Lord, do not be
far from Me; O My Strength, hasten to help Me! Deliver Me
from the sword, My precious life from the power of the dog.
Save Me from the lion’s mouth and from the horns of the wild
oxen! You Have answered Me. | will declare Your name to My
brethren; In the midst of the assembly, | will praise You.”

The first line of this Psalm is word for word what Jesus said
from the cross. “My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?”

| believe that before Jesus came to Earth as a baby, He and God
had a discussion that went something like this: “Jesus, My Son,
the only way We can save the world is if You go down there and
take all the sins upon Yourself. | love you, Son, but this is the
only way We can do it. The trouble is that you are going to have
to do this on your own, because |, God, cannot even look on
sin. We will get back together after the job is done. | love You

”

Son.

OK, I know that | have absolutely no biblical reference for this,
it is just a gut thing. But because of this gut thing, | believe
Jesus was quoting this to help him get through the terrible
agony and rejection He was experiencing at that moment.

You know the statement, “God will never give you more than
you can handle”? Well, stated that way, | believe it is an
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absolute lie. It should be stated, “God will never give you more
than you can handle, with His help.” Only Jesus could do that
without His help.

With this in mind, our Epistle lesson says, “Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus, ...(Who) made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men...He humbled Himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even the death of the cross...that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.”

This week was going to be pure Hell on Earth for His disciples
and loved ones. Maybe it could have helped a little if Jesus
would have quoted the words of the Luke Combs song titled
EVEN THOUGH I’'M LEAVING.

Daddy, I'm afraid, won't you stay a little while?

Keep me safe 'cause there's monsters right outside
Daddy, please don't go, | don't wanna be alone
'Cause the second that you're gone they're gonna know
Before he went to bed he grabbed my hand and said
Just ‘cause I'm leavin'

It don't mean that | won't be right by your side

When you need me

And you can't see me in the middle of the night

Just close your eyes and say a prayer

It's okay, | know you're scared when I'm not here
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But I'll always be right there

Even though I'm leavin', | ain't goin' nowhere

Dad, we'll be late, and Uncle Sam don't like to wait
He's got a big old plane that's gonna take me far away
| know | act tough, but there's a churnin’ in my gut
'Cause | just can't call you up when things get rough
Before | left, he hugged my neck and said

Just ‘cause you're leavin'’

It don't mean that | won't be right by your side
When you need me

And you can't see me in the middle of the night
Just close your eyes and say a prayer

It's okay, | know you're scared, | might be here

But I'll always be right there

Even though you're leavin', | ain't goin' nowhere
Daddy, I'm afraid, won't you stay a little while?

| never thought I'd see the day | had to say goodbye
Daddy, please don't go, | can't do this on my own
There's no way that | can walk this road alone

Well, daddy grabbed my hand and said

Just ‘cause I'm leavin'’

It don't mean that | won't be right by your side
When you need me

And you can't see me in the middle of the night
Just close your eyes and say a prayer

It's okay, boy, | ain't scared

| won't be here, but I'll always be right there

Even though I'm leavin', | ain't goin' nowhere

| ain't goin' nowhere
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God ain’t going nowhere

Just say a prayer and He will be right there.

God ain’t going nowhere.

God ain’t going nowhere. Hallelujah and Amen



