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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

March 1, 2026 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 12: 1-4a 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 121                                                                                  

Epistle Reading: Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 

Gospel Reading John 3: 1-17 

Sermon: Faith 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary: Got’s to have it! 

 

Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, 

From your family and from your father’s house.” So, Abram 

departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with 

him. Then from Romans, “For what does the Scripture say? 

‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.’ …his faith is accounted for righteousness.” 

And now from Google, “Faith and righteousness are similar in 

that they are intimately connected, with faith serving as the 

means by which a person receives the gift of righteousness. 

Faith is the “hand” that lays hold of Christ and His 
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righteousness, uniting believers with Him. Righteousness is the 

outcome of a life lived by trusting in God and His promises.” 

So, the title of this message is “Faith” and the summary is 

“Got’s to have it.” This is such an important basic training, that 

it needs to be incorporated into our understanding, before we 

can even start to execute the “Great Commission” of Christ. 

Matthew 28:19 says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

If we try to accomplish this without a firm understanding of 

“faith” and “righteousness,” it would be like a Master Sergeant 

instructing a soldier to go score a perfect score on the rifle 

range without any bullets in his gun.  

OK, let’s “Lock and Load”. 

In our Gospel reading, we find Nicodemus going to Christ at 

night, because he sees a real God-connection in this guy named 

Jesus. People have always said that he went to Jesus at night 

because he did not want the other religious elite thinking he 

was going to the enemy. Maybe so, but maybe he had 

complicated concerns that would need the undivided attention 

of this special Rabbi, away from the pressing crowds.  

The response Nicodemus receives is not at all what he was 

expecting. “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
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again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Wait a second. This 

was an esteemed teacher of the law. This was Nicodemus. How 

could he have to be born again, if that was even possible?  

The rest of the conversation is pretty heavy, but it had a lasting 

effect on this Pharisee, who would later assist in the caring for 

the body of Christ when He was taken down from the cross.  

Oh, how those words must have come back to Nicodemus at 

the foot of the cross. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,” and that 

crazy, beautiful concept, “For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not 

send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through Him might be saved.” 

Did you catch that? This God of Old Testament judgment “did 

not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 

the world through Him might be saved.” 

This is faith. Or as Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the 

substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

Faith is that stuff a little child has when that child absolutely 

knows that mommy can make it all better, whatever “it” is. 

God’s Word is a free gift, but we have to be ready to accept it. 

That is what it means to be “Born again.” We accept God at His 
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word, as a child has total faith in Mommy.  If we are given a 

free gift from God, it means nothing unless we will turn around 

and give it away. Similar to Revelation 4:10&11, saying, “The 

twenty-four elders fall down before Him Who sits on the 

throne, and worship Him Who lives forever and ever, and cast 

their crowns before the throne, saying: ‘You are worthy O Lord, 

to receive glory and honor and power.’” God is so great that 

any “gifts” that He gives us will be just something that we will 

have, and thereby have to give back to Him. 

When we see God face to face, we will be in such awe that we 

won’t be able to not give our “crowns” back to Him. But what 

about here and now? Hoarders accumulate so many things that 

they cannot even move in their homes. But what does it really 

do for them? Can a hoarder ever know the joy of hearing 

someone say, “Oh no, you should keep it. It is too nice. Oh 

gosh! Thank you so much. It is so wonderful, how can I ever 

thank you enough?”  

God offers the gift of righteousness, but we cannot receive it 

unless the hand of faith reaches up from us to receive it from 

our gracious Father and friend, and then we cannot enjoy it 

until we share it with others. The problem here is how can we 

reach up for it, as long as our priorities are the opposite of the 

priorities of God? 
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Jesus answered Nicodemus saying, “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 

the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  

OK, how can we be born of the Spirit? 

To get an idea of how to do this I suggest that we take another 

look at Psalm 121. But this time I will take a tip from the 23rd 

Psalm and switch the tense of 121 to the first person. Hear now 

Psalm 121 from a more personal perspective. 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills - from whence comes my help. 

My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth. He 

will not allow MY foot to be moved; He who keeps ME will not 

slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor 

sleep. The Lord is MY keeper; The Lord is MY shade at MY right 

hand. The sun shall not strike ME by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve ME from all evil; He shall preserve MY 

soul. The Lord shall preserve MY going out and MY coming in 

from this time forth, and even forevermore. 

Pray this, pray this and pray this; and believe this, believe this, 

and believe this, and God will reach down to you, and by faith 

will grant you His Righteousness through that faith. 

Do this and you shall be born from above, yes, you shall be 

born again! 
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Hallelujah and Amen! 

  

  


