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THE FOOTSTEPS OF CHRIST -
By Rev. Dr. Don Algeo

Summary: We walk by faith, not by sight.

In our Gospel selection for this morning we find the Son of God, newly baptized,
led by the Spirit into a barren desert, where He confronts three distinct offers from the
devil. Each temptation is a mirror reflecting the subtle ways we, too, are enticed to stray
from the divine blueprint and pursue our own designs. As we unpack this passage, let us
anchor ourselves in the central truth that true fulfillment arises not from the allure of
self-crafted shortcuts, but from walking faithfully within God’s sovereign plan.

Read Matthew 4: 1-11.

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted= by the devil. 2 After
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, "It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God."»"

> Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the
temple. ® “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

“"He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'«w”
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'@"

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their splendor. ® “All this | will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship
me."

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and
serve him only."="

1 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
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The scene opens with a stark image: “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” The wilderness is not merely a geographic
location; it is a spiritual arena where the flesh, the world, and spiritual evil — call it the
devil — converge to test the resolve of those who follow Christ. The Spirit’s leading of
Jesus into this place is purposeful, not punitive. It is a divine invitation to demonstrate
that obedience to God’s will stands firm even when the surrounding environment seems
hostile. In our lives, moments of isolation, hardship, or uncertainty become our own
deserts. The very fact that the Holy Spirit leads us there reminds us that God does not
abandon us in difficulty; He offers us training, and through that training prepares us for
triumph.

The first temptation arrives swiftly: “If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become bread.” Here, the devil attacks the very identity of Christ, twisting a
legitimate claim—His sonship—into a selfish demand for physical sustenance. The
temptation is rooted in a desire for immediate relief, a shortcut to satisfy hunger without
enduring the prolonged trial of fasting. This mirrors the human tendency to prioritize
short-term comfort over long-term purpose. We often find ourselves reaching for quick
fixes—whether it be a fast-track career move, a shortcut in relationships, or a
compromise of values—to alleviate present dissatisfaction. Yet, the Word of God
rebukes this impulse: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matt 4:4). The emphasis is clear: life’s true
nourishment comes from aligning with God’s spoken promises, not from the fleeting
satisfaction of our own cravings.

The biblical principle teaches that such routes are hollow; they bypass the
sustaining power of God’s word. When we choose to trust in God’s provision—praying
for wisdom, studying Scripture, seeking counsel—we embed ourselves in a source of
sustenance that transcends the momentary. The wilderness, then, becomes a laboratory
where reliance on divine provision is tested and refined.

The second temptation deepens the challenge: “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written: ‘He shall give his angels charge over you, and they shall
bear you up.”” Here, the devil manipulates Scripture, twisting Psalm 91 to tempt Jesus
into a spectacular display of divine protection. The devil’s strategy is to lure Jesus into
proving His identity through a dramatic act, thereby securing a public affirmation of His
messianic status. Implicitly, the devil suggests that God’s plan includes a spectacular,
self-glorifying demonstration—an easy route to fame and validation. Yet, Jesus
counters, “It is written again, ‘Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”” (Matt 4:7). He
refuses to test God’s promises for personal spectacle.



Our own lives echo this temptation when we seek validation through
extraordinary deeds rather than faithful obedience, when we insist on our own timing
rather than God’s. This is especially true of our current social media culture that
glorifies viral moments, overnight successes, and sensational achievements. The
temptation whispers, “If you truly belong to God, why not vigorously publicize yourself
in ways that guarantee hits, that maximize your own profile? Show the world your
divine favor.”

However, such pursuits often become tests of God’s patience rather than
expressions of His will. When we chase notoriety, we risk turning our relationship with
God into a performance, measuring worth by applause instead of by alignment with His
divine heart. Jesus’ refusal to jump from the pinnacle of the temple reminds us that
genuine faith trusts in God’s timing and method, not in our dramatized expectations.

The third and final temptation confronts the core of human ambition: “All these
things I will give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” The devil offers the
kingdoms of the world, the allure of ultimate power, in exchange for a single act of
idolatry. This is the classic bargain—surrender a piece of our devotion for worldly
success. The devil’s proposal is seductive because it promises control, security, and
influence without the labor of faithful stewardship. Yet, Jesus’ offers his most decisive
reply of all the temptations: “Away with thee, Satan! For it is written, ‘Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.”” (Matt 4:10) That dismissive
reply reaffirms the exclusive covenant between humanity and the Creator, in which we
recognize ourselves as servants of His will rather than of our own.

In contemporary terms, this temptation surfaces whenever we contemplate
compromising our values for worldly success, for financial gain, or social status. The
allure of fame and influence — even if it’s only within the small social networks in which
most of us live and operate — may tempt us to overlook ethical considerations, may urge
us to direct attention to ourselves rather than to our creator. The promise of “all these
things” is intoxicating, yet it demands a betrayal of the very One who grants us life. The
biblical injunction to worship God alone is not a restrictive command but a liberating
invitation to experience the fullness of purpose that only He can provide. When we
submit our aspirations to His sovereign design, we discover that the “kingdoms” He
entrusts us with are far richer than any earthly empire.

Having examined each temptation, a common thread emerges: the devil—the
spiritual opposite of God, however you personify it—consistently attempts to redirect
Jesus from the path God had laid out, offering self-generated solutions that masquerade
as divine blessings. The wilderness, therefore, is not merely a setting for external
conflict; it is an internal battlefield where the heart’s desires clash with God’s purposes.



Jesus’ steadfast responses illuminate a profound principle: obedience to God’s plan
requires humility, discernment, and a willingness to forego personal shortcuts.

What does this mean for us today? First, it calls us to recognize that the
“wilderness” is not a distant, exotic locale but a daily reality—moments of waiting,
uncertainty, and testing. When we find ourselves in such seasons, we must ask, “Am I
seeking to fulfill my own agenda, or am I aligning with the divine narrative God has
already authored for my life?”” Second, it urges us to root our decisions in Scripture, not
in the seductive reinterpretations of the world. The devil’s misquotation of Psalm 91
demonstrates how easily truth can be twisted to serve personal ends. By immersing
ourselves in God’s Word, in daily prayer, and in regular worship, we develop the
spiritual discernment necessary to spot such distortions. Third, it invites us to cultivate a
posture of trust that resists the urge for spectacular proof. Faith is not measured by the
magnitude of fame and power we attain, or by the recognition and applause of those
with whom we have to do in our own circle, but by the constancy of our reliance on
God’s promises, even when they require patience and perseverance.

Moreover, the conclusion of the passage provides a hopeful resolution: “Then the
devil left him, and behold, angels came and ministered unto him.” After the trials, divine
assistance arrives—not as a reward for perfection, but as a testament to God’s abiding
presence. This reminds us that obedience does not leave us isolated; God surrounds us
with angelic support, community, and the Holy Spirit’s guidance. When we choose
God’s plan over our own, we are never truly alone; we are enveloped in a network of
grace that sustains us through the desert.

So our sermon prayer for this morning is that we recognize the subtle temptations
that beckon us toward self-reliance and self-publicity. May we, like our Lord, respond
with unwavering fidelity to the One who knows the end from the beginning. May our
lives be governed, not by the fleeting allure of our own plans, but by the steady, sure
compass of God’s perfect will, confident that the angels of the Most High will minister
to us along the way, and that Christ’s own Spirit will support and sustain us on this
journey in the footsteps of our Lord and savior, in whose name we pray. Amen.



