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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

February 15, 2026 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 24: 12-18 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 99                                                                                  

Epistle Reading: 2 Peter 1: 16-21 

Gospel Reading Matthew 17: 1-9 

Sermon:  

Hear Him! 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary: Tell of the vision now. 

 

Before I read the Gospel lesson, I would like to expose you to a 

little background. Just preceding our Gospel lesson, we see 

Jesus asking His disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” This 

is answered by Peter saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God.” Jesus answered, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-

Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father Who is in heaven.” The following rhetoric includes Jesus 

telling His disciples that He would be betrayed, beaten and 

killed, to which Peter rebuked Him and was told to, “Get thee 
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behind me Satan.” Jesus then went on to say that each must, 

“Take up his cross and follow Me.” This chapter 16 in Matthew 

goes on to end by saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, there are 

some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the 

Son of Man coming in His Kingdom.”  

That said, now hear our Gospel reading, taken from Matthew 

17: 1-9:  

7 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his 

face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there 

appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it 

is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one 

for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son,[a] with 

whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their 

faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no 

fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one 

the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 

 

Did you catch what we just read? 

Four guys go up on a mountain, one named Jesus, one named 

Peter, one named John, and the brother of John, named James. 

These four were close, and one was a “Man” Who could do 

great things. This “Man” healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, 

and taught with authority. But He was just a man. Right? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2017%3A1-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23705a
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I mean, no one had ever seen God. “If you see My face, you will 

surely die,” Moses saw and talked to a burning bush, and later 

went into “The shining cloud” on Mt Sinai, which was the “glory 

of God”, but he did not see God. At the baptism of Jesus, 

people saw a cloud and heard the voice of God, and on the 

road to Damascus, Paul was blinded by the light, and those with 

him heard God, but thought it might have been thunder.  

But this was different. Six days after Jesus told His followers 

that some of those standing there would see the glory of “the 

Son of Man coming in His Kingdom,” this happened. Their 

Friend was transfigured right in front of them. Jesus shone with 

light, like the light of the cloud on Mt. Sinai that Moses walked 

into.  

Here, now, “His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became 

as white as the light.” Suddenly a voice came out of the bright 

cloud saying, “This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well 

pleased. HEAR HIM!” 

BOOM!  Three human beings now saw the absolute truth that 

Jesus really was the Son of Man, and the Son of God. And, God 

the Father told them so, as they watched in total terror. This is 

where the revelation turns from the panic of the light to the 

tender of the touch. The disciples fell on their faces and were 

greatly afraid. “But Jesus (the Son) came and touched them and 

said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” These three men saw the 
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awesome glory of God and felt and heard the love of the Father 

through the Love of the Son. He reached down and touched 

them. These three were the ones whom Jesus had said would 

live long enough to see Him in His glory, and, He reached down 

and touched them. 

Spoiler alert! If Jesus will reach down and touch them, He will 

certainly also reach down and touch us when we need Him 

most. 

When Moses went up on the Mountain and into the light, God 

was not testing Moses but the people below. Unfortunately, 

they failed. The people failed, but God did not. Although He 

chastised them for the calf thing, He stayed with them. He 

figuratively touched them in their quest for the Promised Land. 

Our Psalm 99 tells us that the Lord reigns and the people 

tremble at His power. But He is Holy, and at Mt. Sinai He was to 

them, “God Who Forgives,” The Psalm concludes with the 

Psalmist entreating us to “Exalt the Lord our God, and worship 

at His holy hill; For the Lord our God is holy.” 

His Holy hill.  

There is something serene and almost holy about being on top 

of a mountain, whether it be in the Rockies or the Alleghenies. 

The air is fresher and brisker and you almost feel like you can 

touch the sky. You feel closer to God. 
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It is so wonderful that we have Peter’s first-hand report of the 

Transfiguration. In our Epistle reading, Peter starts off with, 

“For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made 

known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  

The ancient Romans built elaborate aqueducts to bring the 

clean mountain water down to the cities, so the citizens could 

be refreshed and nourished by the life-giving liquid. God’s love 

is sort of like that. God’s love flows down to us, and its joy 

makes us want to be closer to Him. 

This wish to be able to get closer to God puts on a different 

coat when we have just recently suffered the loss of someone 

we loved so much, and long for her to have that special clean 

feeling of being up close and personal with our Heavenly Father 

on His Heavenly Hill. 

Vince Gill penned and sang a song to honor a lost loved one and 

with a slight change in the lyrics, it expresses what we all feel in 

regard to our beloved Laurie. 

“I know your life on earth was troubled. And only you could 

know the pain. You weren’t afraid to face the devil. You were 

no stranger to the rain. Go rest high on that mountain Dear, 

your work on earth is done. Go to heaven a-shoutin’ Love for 

the Father and the Son. Oh, how we cried the day you left us. 

We gathered round your grave to grieve. I wish I could see the 
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angels’ faces when they hear your sweet voice sing. Go rest 

high on that mountain Dear, your work on earth is done. Go to 

heaven a-shoutin’ Love for the Father and the Son.” 

Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is 

risen from the dead.”  

The Son of Man IS risen from the dead, and because this is true, 

so Laurie lives on that mountain with Him, and Bob and all her 

loved ones who beat her to the top. Tell the vision now! 

Hallelujah and Amen.* 


