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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

December 7, 2025 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 72: 1-8, 18-19                                                                                   

Epistle Reading: Romans 15: 4-13 

Gospel Reading Matthew 3: 1-12 

Sermon: The Kingdom of God is close at Hand 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

Summary: Therefore receive one another as Christ has received 

us. 

 

“Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.” 

Hey, I like this guy. I bet if he lived today, he would ride a Harley 

with leathers, tattoos, a beard and a pony tail. Kind of rough 

around the edges, like me. Why, I’ve even been called a 

Rapscallion Farm Boy by my fellow pastor. A title I wear with 

pride, I might add.  

Of all the characters in the Bible, I most closely identify with 

John the Baptist. In John 1: 6-8, John the apostle describes John 

the Baptist in this way: “There was a man sent from God, 
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whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear 

witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was 

not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.” As a 

pastor, that is what I should be doing. I should be bearing 

witness to the Light, and if I ain’t, then I “Otta get the kick out 

of here and done of him!” Like I said, a little rough around the 

edges. 

As pastors, we have the same job to do that John had. He was 

preparing his people for the Christmas coming, and we are to 

prepare our people for the second coming. Today’s preparation 

is the preparation and involvement in “Peace”. Notice I said 

“involvement” in peace. Peace, like Hope, Joy, and Love, do not 

mean much if we are not part of it.  

John told the Pharisees and Sadducees that being part of the 

promise would entail more than “being descendants of 

Abraham.” He told them they had to “bear fruits worthy of 

repentance,” a thing they thought they were doing by obeying 

“the law.” That is like us thinking that just going to church will 

prove our devotion, in spite of how we act the other 167 hours 

of the week. We need to extend our church’s influence outside 

the walls of the building, and the Jews needed to extend the 

Lord’s peace outside their exclusive culture. They, and we, need 

to “receive one another as Christ also received us.” 
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This inclusiveness is not new to the New Testament. In our 

reading from Romans, Paul says, “For whatever things were 

written before were written for our learning, that we through 

the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” 

Those things “written before” were verified by Jesus. Paul says 

that “Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision (a 

Jew), for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to 

their fathers… For this reason I will confess to You among the 

Gentiles, and sing to Your name,” and “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with 

His people!” and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud 

Him all you peoples!” and again Isaiah says: “There shall be a 

root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, 

in Him the Gentiles shall hope.”  

Inclusion of the Gentiles is not a new to Jesus concept, God had 

planned it long before Jesus and these Pharisees walked the 

roads of Galilee.  

Isaiah had predicted in our 1st reading, that God would restore 

the active reign of David which had long since fallen like a dead 

tree. God was not done with that tree. “There shall come forth 

a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 

His roots.” This “Rod” would be Jesus Christ. In verses 1 

through 5 Jesus is described as a “righteous” judge who will not 

judge with His eyes or ears, but with righteousness He will 

judge the poor and with equity for the meek of the earth, and 
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this implies ALL the Earth, not just the Jews. This also implies 

that there is a future beyond the cross. A future where there 

will be total peace. Not only will all peoples get along, but even 

wildlife. The predator and the prey shall lie down together and 

feed together, and a child shall lead them. Then in the last line 

of verse 10, “For the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting 

place shall be glorious.” 

Then there shall be PEACE! PEACE! PEACE! 

We are not talking about peace between Russia and Ukraine, or 

Israel and Palestine. We are talking about a peace that comes 

from God and infects every heart with an insatiable desire to let 

the love of God outshine the Sun. Or the Love of the Son to 

outshine the light of that burning ball in the sky. This peace 

comes from the Power of Love, not the Love of Power. I’ll say it 

again. We need the Power of Love, not the Love of Power! We 

need the Peace of God, which surpasses all understanding. We 

don’t need to understand it, only God can do that. What we 

need is to do it. We need to master the power of God’s peace 

and to make it a pandemic of Love that infects the whole world, 

or at least our corner of it. 

We have to start somewhere, and see where God takes it from 

there. God is trusting us to be the custodians of His creation. 

We are to water His garden. 
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Therefore receive one another as Christ has received us and let 

the peace of the Father shine through us. Let it shine, let it 

shine, let it shine.                 Hallelujah and Amen! 


