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Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

November 9, 2025 

Old Testament Reading: Job 19: 23-27a 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 17: 1-9                                                                                   

Epistle Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17 

Gospel Reading: Luke 20: 27-38 

Sermon: My Redeemer Lives 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary: And so shall we. 

 

According to many biblical scholars regarding the time of 

Abram and the priest of the “God Most High,” Melchizedek, 

supposedly the only two people who knew God first hand, 

there lived an extremely intuitive man named Job.  

The book of Job is considered to be the oldest book of the 

Bible, having been written before Moses is attributed with 

writing the first five books of the Bible. 

Long before Job got to meet God, Job had an unshakable faith 

in a God Who would let bad things happen to good people.  
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As expressed by the three friends of Job, the common 

understanding was that nothing bad would ever happen to 

anyone unless they had done something to deserve it. 

Job knew better, because he knew that his life-style would not 

validate this presumption. In one sentence, Job disclosed what 

a prodigy of God he really was. Job said, “For I KNOW that MY 

Redeemer lives.”  

God can not be God to us, unless we KNOW that there is a God 

and He is it! No one can hang their life on a “fairy-tale” God. 

Either God is God, or we do not even exist. Sorry atheists, we 

have thousands of eye-witness accounts to validate our view.  

Secondly, Job takes “ownership” of God. How presumptuous! 

Wait a second, I call MY sister my sister. If I could not do that, 

then my sister could not refer to me as “my brother”. If we can 

not refer to God as MY God, how can we think He can refer to 

each of us as MY child? And, if we are not His children, then we 

are up the proverbial creek without the proverbial paddle. 

Taking into consideration this remarkable relationship Job had 

with God, we have to give credibility to the understanding Job 

had of resurrection when he said, “And after my skin is 

destroyed, this I know, that in my FLESH I shall see God.”  Got 

that? After his skin is destroyed, i.e. he died, in his flesh, he 

would see God, Again, i.e. he will in his flesh, that is, new flesh, 

he will see God. This is unbelievably profound. 
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Before we even start to address the gospel lesson, and the 

Sadducees, and their denial of the resurrection, let’s look at the 

witness of faith in the Psalm and the warning of 

misrepresentations in the Epistle. 

In Psalm 17, David mirrors the prayer of Job as he claims that 

his prayer is not coming from “deceitful lips,” and that God has 

tested his heart, tried him and found nothing. He has purposed 

David’s mouth so that it shall not transgress, and has kept his 

steps away from the paths of the Destroyer.  

Like Job, David is coming from a good place when he asks his 

God to hear his speech, and to show God’s marvelous 

lovingkindness by God’s right hand, to save those who trust in 

Him. David goes on to ask God to protect him, like the apple of 

His eye. David likens this protection to the natural protection 

the body gives the pupil of the eye, that is the eyelash, the 

eyelid, the bony socket and the quick raising of the hand to 

protect the eye from outside threats. He also asks God to “hide 

me under the shadow of Your wings.” No question here as to a 

faithful relationship between David and God. 

On the flip side of the coin, Paul is telling us to trust God, but 

not to fall for the predictions of false prophets. These are NOT 

the end times. Things have to get a whole lot worse before that 

happens.  
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In the meantime, Paul says, “Stand fast and hold the traditions 

which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. Now 

may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself (again indicating that we 

possess Jesus as OUR savior) and our God and Father, Who has 

loved us (as He possesses us) and has given us everlasting 

consolation and good hope by grace, comfort your hearts and 

establish you in every good word and work.” Bet on God every 

time, and you will be an ETERNAL winner!  

Now we come to our Gospel lesson of the day. In this lesson 

one of the two smarty-pants religious elite groups of the time 

tries to trick Jesus with a question which shows the shallowness 

of their beliefs. They seem to think that if there is a heaven, 

that it would be restricted by the man-made rules of earth. The 

“law” concerning brothers’ responsibility to take a deceased 

brother’s wife as his own is not found in the ten 

commandments. These Sadducees, who apparently believed 

that God is a god of the living and not of the dead, did not 

remember that Moses had referred to God as “the God of 

Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.” They had long since died, 

and would only be accounted for if they were alive in a 

resurrection. Oops, their bad! 

On top of that, they did not yet know that the church would be 

later called the Bride of Christ. Just for fun, follow me on this 

one. 
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Back in the book of Genesis Chapter 2, vs. 23 and 24, it says, 

“And Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my 

flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of 

Man.’ Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”  

OK, maybe this is a stretch, but could this have been behind the 

statement that Jesus said, “The sons of this age marry and are 

given in marriage. But those who are counted worthy to attain 

that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor 

are given in marriage; nor can they die anymore, for they are 

equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection.”  

If the church is to be “the Bride of Christ” and “Jesus Christ is 

the Groom,” then as we are said to be heirs with Christ in His 

Father’s Kingdom, does it follow in lieu of Genesis 2:24, is it 

possible, that we will become “One flesh” with Jesus Himself? 

OK, that may be a little out there but this is true: Because God 

is God AND Because God is MY God, AND I am HIS Child, AND 

Because God is YOUR God and YOU are HIS Child, AND Because 

MY Redeemer lives, so shall HIS Child live! THEREFORE, OUR 

Redeemer Lives, AND SO SHALL WE!!!  

 Go live.  Go love. Go be part of God, and let God be part of you. 

Hallelujah and Amen!   
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