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SERMON:  THE PERSEVERANCE OF FAITH 

By Rev. Dr. Don Algeo 

 

Summary: Surely God is our salvation 

 

 

 

The Romans first conquered Jerusalem and the country of which it was the center 

in the year 63 BC, and for the next hundred years or so, Rome had to deal with its 

completely unique and intractably difficult people.  It was like purchasing a horse 

only to find that it refuses to be saddled and is constantly kicking and bucking and 

even biting anyone who tries to ride it.  

  

By the year 70 AD, Rome had finally had enough.  It sent an army to Jerusalem 

and laid siege to the city.  The city was surrounded by high and well-fortified 

walls, so the Romans adopted a very lever strategy.  They waited until the Jewish 

holiday of Passover in what we call April to begin their siege.  Passover of course 

was when every adult Jew within traveling distance was expected to visit 

Jerusalem, so that the population during that eight-day period was enormously 

swollen: most estimates put its Passover population at well over a million.    

  

Knowing that, the Romans surrounded the city during that time, and while they 

allowed all the Passover visitors into the city, they didn’t allow anyone out.  And 

they cut off all food supplies.  

  

After six months, the massively overcrowded city had succumbed to a starvation 

unlike any other known to recorded history.  Cannibalism became the only source 

of food, and the weakest were its victims, including babies and children.  Insanity 

and disease and grief had reduced the population to utter helplessness, although 
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those who remained alive – true to their impossible stubbornness – still refused to 

surrender.    

  

It’s at that point that the Roman army finally attacked.  

  

The city was destroyed along with its magnificent temple, and almost all of its 

great walls were torn down so that not a stone remained unturned.  All that 

remained was one worthless section that came to be called the wailing wall, 

because to this day ultra orthodox Jews gather beside it daily to weep and mourn 

their loss.   

  

A few years before that, in Jerusalem, a man named James who was the head of the 

relatively small Christian community and may even have been the brother of Jesus, 

and who was certainly one of the most important and well-known Christians, was 

killed by the Jews as a heretic.  

  

At about that same time in the 60’s, back in Rome, the emperor Nero was burning 

Christians alive as torches to light the Coliseum during gladiator contests, and St. 

Paul and St. Peter were executed by the Roman authorities for representing their 

faith.  

  

That destruction and horror among other things was prophesied by Jesus as 

reported in the 21st chapter of Luke’s gospel, a section of which comprises our 

gospel selection for this morning.  So let’s read it together now, and then think a 

little about what it means for us.  

 

Luke 21: 5-19 

 

Bible scholars, after centuries of wrangling, are these days pretty much in 

agreement that what Luke has done here is to take various recorded quotations 

from Jesus that were originally uttered on different occasions and in different 

contexts, and with different subject matters.  Some had to do with the predicted 

destruction of the Temple, some with the return of Jesus after death to establish a 

new kingdom, and some with the troubles the first generation of his followers were 

likely to confront as they worked to spread the good news of the coming Christ. 

 

We’re not going to enter into those weeds, but focus instead today on the theme 

that they have in common.  And that is an invitation to a faith that does not shrink 

in the face of looming disaster, but rather grows brighter, confident that the One 

who holds history in His hands also holds each heart in His love. 



 

The scene begins with a simple observation by the disciples as they stood on a hill 

outside the temple and looked back in awe at its beauty and magnificence.  Jesus  

responds to their innocent wonder not with a rebuke but with a prophetic reminder:  

 

“These things which you see—the days will come in which not one stone shall be 

left upon another that shall not be thrown down.” 

 

The certainty of this statement is striking. It’s not a vague warning about possible 

ruin; it’s a declaration that the temple will be utterly destroyed. This 

pronouncement serves two purposes. First, it grounds the disciples in reality, 

pulling them away from the illusion that any earthly structure can guarantee 

security. But second, and far more importantly, both for them and for us, it sets the 

stage for a deeper truth: the permanence of God’s purpose transcends any physical 

edifice. 

 

From this point, the narrative expands. Jesus shifts his gaze from the temple to the 

broader canvas of history, saying,  

 

“And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth 

distress of nations, with perplexity. 

 

He paints a picture of cosmic disturbance and geopolitical upheaval—an image 

that resonates across ages, echoing the anxieties of every generation that watches 

wars erupt, economies falter, and natural disasters strike. The language is vivid, 

almost apocalyptic, yet it is not meant to incite fear. Rather, it frames the inevitable 

trials of life within a larger divine story. 

 

The heart of Jesus’ instruction, echoing throughout, lies in the call to perseverance 

in faith. As the fall of this mighty temple is inevitable, so also are the trials and 

tribulations that threaten to undermine the faith of those who have placed their trust 

in Him. The proximity of the kingdom is not measured by the absence of trouble, 

but by the presence of a faithful response amid turmoil. The kingdom is not a 

distant utopia awaiting a perfect world; it is a present reality that advances 

whenever believers stand firm, trusting that God’s redemptive plan is unfolding 

even when the world seems to crumble. 

 

Optimism flows naturally from this perspective. If the destruction of a beloved 

temple can become a catalyst for deeper reliance on God, then every personal loss, 

every societal upheaval, can be reframed as a moment where divine providence 



steps forward. The early Christians lived under both Roman and Jewish 

oppression, endured persecution, and saw their churches burned, yet they 

proclaimed with confidence that the gospel would spread “to the ends of the earth.” 

Their optimism was not naïve denial of suffering; it was a conviction that God’s 

purpose would not be thwarted by human violence. 

 

In our contemporary context, the same principle applies. We watch headlines of 

climate crises, political strife, pandemics, and economic uncertainty. The 

temptation is to let these realities dictate a narrative of hopelessness. Yet Jesus 

reminds us in our reading for today that the true measure of hope is not the absence 

of difficulty, but the presence of a steadfast anchor that can hold us secure, no 

matter the storms that surround us. When we recognize that the “signs in the sun, 

moon and stars” are part of a larger tapestry, we can choose to respond not with 

panic but with purposeful faith. 

 

The practical outworking of this optimistic perseverance for us can be seen in 

everyday choices. It might mean continuing to serve the needy during an economic 

downturn, trusting that God’s provision will meet both giver and receiver. It could 

involve speaking truth in environments where falsehoods dominate, believing that 

honest speech plants seeds that later bear fruit. It may entail nurturing a habit of 

gratitude, counting blessings even when the night feels long, because gratitude 

reorients the heart toward the good that already exists in God’s creation, and the far 

greater, eternal good to come. 

 

The well-led Christian life does not shy away from acknowledging the harsh 

realities described in the passage, or the sometimes even harsher realities of our 

own lives.. Instead, it embraces them as the backdrop against which God’s 

steadfast love shines brightest.  

 

The destruction of the temple that shattered the temple-based religion of the Jews 

eventually gave rise to the far greater temple of Christ, the body of Christian 

believers.  And that body of Christ, of which this church and each one of us is a 

part, can be assured that, in exactly the same way, the sources of destruction that 

remain in our world – whether they be natural disasters or manmade horrors or the 

inner demons of sin and temptation – will in God’s timing be overthrown, and 

replaced with the new Jerusalem, the kingdom of heaven on earth. 

 

Our role, in the light of that assurance, is to live now as citizens of that coming 

kingdom, embodying its values, sharing its message, and persisting in faith until 

the day when every stone is laid in perfect harmony with God’s will. 



 

Our prayer for this morning, then, heavenly Father, is that we may leave this 

gathering with hearts buoyed by optimism, ready to persevere, and eager to 

proclaim that the kingdom of God is already at work, even amidst the shaking of 

the world.  We pray for the courage of our convictions, the strength of the saints 

who have come before us, and the faith of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in 

who name we pray. 
 

 


