
[Type here] 
 

1 
 

Gaines Congregational United Church of Christ 

January 4, 2026 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 72: 1-14                                                                                   

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-12 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

Sermon: Looking for Jesus 

By Rev. Jim Gardner 

 

Summary: You won’t see a star in the east unless you look up. 

 

Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord 

has risen upon you…He will judge your people with 

righteousness, And Your poor with justice…which in other ages 

was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: that the 

Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers 

of His promise in Christ through the Gospel…When they saw the 

star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy… And when they 
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had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

That montage has Isaiah introducing our sermon title, “Looking 

for Jesus” with the prediction of the light and the glory that will 

rise upon us. The Psalm tells us how that light will judge with 

righteousness, regardless of finances or stature, as never has 

been done in the past. The Epistle from Ephesians declares 

what that light, i.e. Spirit, reveals to God’s holy apostles and 

prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same 

body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the 

Gospel…and the Gospel declares that this light would attract 

Gentiles from the west, who would bring gifts as predicted in 

the Psalms, saying, “The kings of Tarshish and of the isles will 

bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts. Yes, 

all kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him.” 

These Scriptures proclaim a majesty of God that is all but 

incomprehensible. I do not believe that astrology can predict 

the future. I don’t believe a horoscope can tell me what kind of 

day I will have, but I do believe in God. I thoroughly believe that 

God can speak to us where we are, and I am sure that God 

spoke to those wise men where they were looking. There is 

something special about looking up. When we look down, we 

can’t help seeing the carnage of man, but when we look up, all 

we can see is the splendor of God. 
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Looking up is an equal opportunity exercise for all humans. 

From the least to the greatest, the sky (and maybe a special 

star) is visible to all. The sky is so big, and our earth is so small 

in comparison, much like we are so small and God is so big. 

How can we not marvel at the fact that a great big God would 

reveal Himself to little old us, whether we be Gentile or Jew?  

And, having seen the light, how can we not choose to explore 

the light and make it part of us?  

It is ironic that our Psalm lesson foretells a future where justice 

would be for all: the poor, the children of needy, and basically 

anyone who would look up to the Lord; and that even 

foreigners would bring gifts and believe before the locals 

would. This Psalm predicts a time where the gates to the city 

would not need to be locked, because Kings would bring gifts 

and not war. 

I guess we are still waiting for that to happen again. 

On a practical note, it may have been the gifts of the magi that 

allowed Jesus and His family to escape the slaughter of the 

children. In those days, the trip from Bethlehem to Egypt would 

have been much too dangerous to take without the safety of an 

expensive caravan for protection. That trip to and from Egypt 

apparently depleted the resources of the gifts, as Joseph had to 

continue to work as a carpenter upon their return. God had 
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provided for Jesus and family, but only enough to get them 

back safely. 

My own father was a true believer, and he always said, “The 

good Lord provides, but He does not trust me with a dog-gone 

cent.” There is an old saying, “there is no rest for the wicked.” I 

think they need to add to that category, “or the farmers and 

the carpenters.” I also think that Jesus and I were very lucky to 

have had fathers like ours, both earthly and heavenly fathers.  

These fathers taught us to love God and to have the faith to do 

God’s bidding, and to look (and pray) up. 

Let us, like the wise men, look up and follow that yonder star. 

That Star of David that came down to dwell with us in body and 

in spirit. Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty 

bright… lead us by your light this night.  

Let us look up and live. Live eternally, live here and beyond, 

here with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Let us live, knowing 

that though Jesus came as a baby, Jesus came with a purpose. 

Jesus came to live for us and to die for us and to rise from the 

dead in glory for us. Let us also remember all the people that 

God has put into our lives to enrich us and to help us know Him 

better.  
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On this Star Service Sunday, let us remember Jesus and all 

those He has put into our lives. Let us remember that we are 

children of God, and let us radiate His light through us.  

Hallelujah and Amen! 

 

 

 

   

 


