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Sermon for 1/23/2022 
 

 

TODAY 

By Rev. Dr. Don Algeo 

 

Summary: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

The setting for our gospel reading this morning is in a little synagogue – what we’d call a 

church – in Nazareth, the town where Jesus was raised, the very same church where he 

would have attended Sabbath service all of his life.  It would be like Steven or David or Evan 

or Shaun coming back to visit this church some Sunday.  
 

Synagogues in those days didn’t have regular pastors like we do.  Instead somebody from the 

congregation might be asked to deliver the message, or perhaps some distinguished visitor, 

especially if that visitor was regarded as having some religious authority, a traveling rabbi, 

perhaps, or the student of a rabbi. 
 

Now this is still very early in Jesus’ ministry, and he has returned to Nazareth after having 

spent some time traveling around Galilee and preaching in the synagogues in some of the 

other little towns.  That preaching has started to earn him a regional reputation, and that 

reputation has preceded him back to his hometown.  So naturally enough, when he comes to 
church that morning, he’s asked to provide the message. 
 

Just as we do in our Sunday service, in a synagogue service a passage from the holy 

scriptures would be read, and the speaker would base his remarks upon that passage: in fact, 

would do exactly what I'm doing right now. 
 

In that service in Nazareth, the passage Jesus chose to read was the opening verses from the 

61st Chapter of Isaiah. Let me read them again: 
 

4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

 

4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

 

The year of the Lord's favor was another way of referring to what the Jews called the Year of 

Jubilee. What was the Year of Jubilee? 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=109#gospel_reading


We read about it in the book of Leviticus. Every fifty years, the Jews were to set aside one 

full year, and in that year, all debts were canceled, all slaves were given their freedom, and 

all property was returned. The Year of Jubilee, was a year full of releasing people from their 

debts, releasing all slaves, and returning property to those who originally owned it. It was 
also a year of rest, during which the Israelites were not supposed to reap or harvest, and so 

that the land itself could rest, and it was a time for people to return to their families and loved 

ones, and enjoy a year in peaceful celebration of the joys of family and community. 
 

We can think of it this way: as the Sabbath day was supposed to be a day of rest and 
celebration from the work and difficulties and problems of the week, so the Year of Jubilee 

was to be a year of rest from the preceding 49 years (7X7). 
 

When Jesus had finished reading aloud those verses from Isaiah about the year of Jubilee, we 

read the following: 
 

4:20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
 

In the synagogue, when the reading was finished, the preacher would sit down. That was the 

position a teacher would take: sitting down. So that's why the eyes of everyone were now on 

him, because he was ready to preach, ready to explain the passage. And here's what Jesus 

said: 
 

 "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

 

Clearly one thing Jesus was saying here was that He himself had come to introduce the true 
Year of Jubilee, the era of human history of which the ancient Jewish law of the fiftieth year 
had been a s symbol. He would be the beginning of that portion of the life of humanity 
whose culmination would be perfect peace: the good news for the poor, for the 
imprisoned, for the blind, for the oppressed. 
 

But for this morning, I'd like us to think about something else Jesus was saying. Sitting there 
in that little church, on the holy day of rest, with Jesus in their midst, he was saying that 
today, here, in this synagogue, is the fulfillment of that scripture. Today, here, with Jesus in 

their midst, we find heaven on earth. 
 

In our particular Christian tradition, we gather together on Sunday to honor the Sabbath, not 

as the Jews do on Saturday, but the point is the same. 
 

When we gather here together as we are gathered this morning, in this lovely little church, 
this sanctified place, at this sanctified time, we are really experiencing a taste of heaven, an 

earthly foretaste of the eternal peace of heaven. 
 



The poverty from which we are freed is not the lack of material well-being, but the spiritual 

poverty of attachment to that material well-being, rather than the true and lasting wealth of 

being at peace with God. 
 

It's the wealth Jesus described in the Sermon on the Mount in this way: 
 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust[a] destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

 

That's what we're doing as we meet here today, whether we realize it or not. The psalms that 

we sing, the prayers we offer, the fellowship we share, are like the coins the widow woman 

tossed into the temple collection plate: they are not being given away, they're being invested 

in heaven's savings account. 
 

The imprisonment from which we are being freed, here, today, is not the physical bars of a 

prison cell; it’s the release from our own fears and apprehensions about the future, both our 

own and the future of those we love. 
 

30Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground 

without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear ye not therefore, ye 

are of more value than many sparrows. 

 

The sight that is being restored to us is not the inability to see the physical world around us, 

it’s the inability to see and hear and experience the spiritual glories and beauties of God with 

which we are surrounded. The lovely music we hear, the quiet charms of our little sanctuary, 

the coffee in the narthex, are all small and local points of light illuminating our fallen world, 

as Jesus himself will one day be the light of the whole world. 
 

Luke 17:20-

21 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, he answered them,

 "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed;[ a] 21 nor will they say, 'Lo, 

here it is!' or 'There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you." 
 

The oppression which is being lifted from us is not some political system, it's the oppression 

of our isolation and self-dependence. 
 

"Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of time" (Matthew 28:20), Jesus tells us. 
 

The neighborliness we experience here on Sundays, the shared concerns, are nothing else but 

the very Spirit of Christ within each of us, binding us together with each other and with our 
Lord, in earthly fulfillment of that promise. 
 

On the Andy Griffith Show episode "Man in a Hurry"- Malcolm Tucker is a wealthy 

business man from Charlotte. One Sunday he happens to have car trouble a couple of miles 
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outside of Mayberry. Malcolm walks the rest of the way to town and meets Andy coming out 

of Sunday morning worship. 
 

Andy offers to assist Malcolm but warns that it is nearly impossible to get anything done on 

a Sunday in Mayberry. Malcolm begins to lose patience when Wally, the filling station 

owner, refuses to fix his car because it is his policy not to work on Sunday. 
 

Furthermore, Malcolm is dumbfounded when he learns that he can't even use the telephone 

because the elderly Mindelbright sisters use the party line to visit on Sunday afternoons, 

since they are unable to get around very well. 
 

Back at the Taylor house, things don't get much better for Malcolm. He explodes screaming 

that the citizens of Mayberry are living in another world--that this is the twentieth century, 

and while the whole world is living in a desperate space age, the town of Mayberry shuts 

down because two old ladies' feet fall asleep. 
 

Out on the front porch Malcolm actually begins to relax as Barney and Andy sing the old 

spiritual "Church in the Wildwood." But this calm is short lived when Gomer informs 

Malcolm that his cousin Goober has offered to fix the car. Later, when Gomer returns with 

the car, Malcolm is surprised that there is no charge for the repair since it was just a clogged 

fuel line. Goober actually considered it an honor to work on such a fine machine. 
 

As Malcolm prepares to leave, he stops and contemplates the events of the afternoon as well 

as his return to the activities of his hectic life. Malcolm realizes that the very characteristics 

of Mayberry life that initially frustrated him so much are, in fact, the priorities he needs to 

establish in his own life. He decides to put his business on hold and stay the night in 

Mayberry. 
 

Sunday, and the church service that provides its foundation, has fallen from its place of 

honor and reverence in much of our modern society. Many of us live somewhere that is more 

like Manhattan than Mayberry, and the stories and plots of our lives have more in common 

with Meet the Kardasians or Survivor than they do with the Andy Grffith Show. 

But from time to time, like this morning, it might be good to remind ourselves that this little 
church is a place Jesus went to prepare for us, that all of us here are the heavenly Christ's true 

neighbors and family, and that today is a day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad 

in it. 
 

And so our prayer for this morning, heavenly Father, is that you help us always remain 
mindful of the true blessing of this place and this time, that our divine spirits are in the world, 

but of this church and other churches like it, and that, in heaven, every day is a Mayberry 

Sunday, where Malcomb and all of us can find true peace, where the Mindelbright sisters can 

finally rest their feet, where Gomer and Goober have their priorities straight, and where the 

only Sheriff is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in whose name we pray. 
 


